
 Some of our most stirring spiritual 

songs are those which have a message about 

Jesus being a friend to us, or vice versa. 

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” “There’s 

Not a Friend,” and “I’ll Be a Friend to Jesus” 

are three familiar hymns which come to mind.  

 For humans, it feels like having friends 

is a normal part of life. When Jesus lived on 

the earth, He had friends, too. The Bible says, 

“Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus” (John 11:5). Jesus loved all people, 

but there was a special bond between Him and those three siblings. When Jesus 

addressed the apostles, He spoke about “our friend Lazarus” (John 11:11). It is ob-

vious that Jesus did not shy away from being friends with people.  

 Jesus counted His hand-picked apostles as His friends. He told them, “. . . I 

have called you friends” (John 15:15). Even when Judas came to betray Him, Jesus 

called him “friend” (Matthew 26:50). Some labelled Jesus as “a friend of tax col-

lectors and sinners” (Luke 7:34), and that was an accurate description.  

TELL ME ABOUT THE FRIENDS OF JESUS  

MEMORY VERSE 

One Body - No Divisions 

 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you 
all speak the same thing, and that there 
be no divisions among you, but that you 
be perfectly joined together in the same 

mind and in the same judgment.  

1 Corinthians 1:10  

SUNDAY: 9.30 a.m. Bible Study & Sunday School | 10.30 a.m. Worship  

If you know anyone who would love to study the Bible please  
contact any member of this congregation.  

 How did the Christ’s friends treat Him? John the Baptizer thought of 

himself as “the friend of the bridegroom” (John 3:29). John was a loyal friend 

to Jesus, showing no signs of jealousy or bitterness when he acknowledged 

this about Him: “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). We see 

those two sisters, Martha and Mary, showing their friendship to Him. Martha 

served Him (John 12:2), while Mary attentively listened to His teaching Luke 

10:39).  

 There were times when Jesus’ friends wavered in their loyalty. In one 

evening’s time, all the apostles forsook Him and fled (Mark 14:50), Peter de-

nied Him three times (Luke 22:57-62), and Judas Iscariot betrayed Him, ful-

filling the prophecy that the Messiah’s “own familiar friend” would eat bread 

with Him and lift up his heal against Him (Psalm 41:9). Other than the betray-

er, after Jesus’ resurrection and the beginning of the church, the apostles are 

pictured as becoming stronger and remaining loyal to the Lord.  

 How did the Christ treat His friends? There is certainly much to learn 

from His wonderful example in this regard. For one thing, He was willing to 

befriend those who were counted as outcasts by many in society (Luke 

15:1,2). He praised the good deeds of His friends, as in the case of John 

(Matthew 11:11).  

Jesus received and enjoyed the association and hospitality of His friends, as in 

the case of Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42). He was understanding of their 

weaknesses and was patient with them, as He demonstrated with Peter (Luke 

22:31,32). Another way in which the Christ showed Himself to be a true friend 

was by teaching His friends the truth (Mark 4:34; 8:31). Because He sincerely 

longed for them to do better, with kindness He pointed out their error(s) (Luke 

10:40-42). When needed, He would strongly rebuke His friends for misspeak-

ing or misbehaving (Matthew 16:23).  

As a friend, Jesus shared in His friends’ sorrow (John 11:33-35). He prayed 

for His friends (John 17:6-19). The Master was loyal to His friends: “. . . hav-

ing loved His own who were in the world, he loved them to the end” (John 

13:1). His loyal love caused Jesus to sacrifice for His friends, as He told the 

apostles, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his 

friends” (John 15:13). How much do you and I act like the kind of friend Jesus 

was to others?  
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Men to Serve 

 Bible Class: The Heart that Does Not Quit  

Assembly: The Mind of Christ—He Always 

Sought To Please The Father (Philippians 4:14-19) 

Morning Service This Week 

Songs Before Class Alvin 

Bible Class Randall 

Song Leader Stephen 

Opening Prayer Reuben 

Lord’s Supper  Leon 

Scripture Reading Tristan 

Sermon Charlie 

Prayer Peter 

 When we read the Bible, we clearly see that not everyone wanted to be 

Jesus’ friend. Some were His open adversaries (Luke 13:17). There are only 

two possibilities for each person: either one is with the Christ, or he/she is 

against Him (Matthew 12:30). Well, what is required in order to be Jesus’ 

friend?  

 In order to be our Lord’s friend, one does not have to be wealthy, highly-

educated, or from a certain race, nationality, or age group. In order to be Jesus’ 

friend, one must have a heart that is willing to obey Him. Jesus told His disci-

ples, “You are My friends if you do whatever I command you” (John 15:14). No 

one can be a faithful friend of Jesus without submitting to Him. What does one 

do who loves the Lord? He/she obeys His commands. Jesus said so (John 

14:15).  

 Jesus will not force us to do it, but He wants you and me to be His loyal 

friends . . . for as long as we live. If we will confess Him now, He will confess 

us before the angels of God (Luke 12:8). (Roger D. Campbell) 

8 Serena 

12 Jonathan 

21 Philip 

31 Aunty Hon 

BIBLE TRIVIA QUESTIONS :  

End Time Prophecy: Last Day Politics  

1. In the last days, finance will depend on... Revelation 13:17-18  

2. The second epistle of Peter warns us that there will be false teachers who will be smooth talkers, have 

many followers, and... 2 Peter 2:1-3  

3. What are people saying when inescapable destruction comes upon them? 1 Thessalonians 5:3  

4. The possession of this city will be at the center of international turmoil? Zechariah 12:3  

5. In Revelation we are told that unclean spirits will go forth to the kings of the earth to draw them to one 

place for a great battle. What is the name of the place? Revelation 16:13-16  

6. In the book of Daniel we read of a kingdom that is unlike any other, which shall consume the whole earth 

and... Daniel 7:23  

7. Jesus told his disciples that they would hear of wars, earthquakes, and famines before the end. What did 

he call this period of time? Mark 13:7,8  

8. The global economy will be supported by a technology called the mark of the beast. What is it? Revelation 

13:16,17  

9. The mark of the beast will be applied to one of two areas in everyone's body. What are they? Revelation 

13:16  

10. Jesus spoke a parable to the disciples regarding a particular tree, and all the trees. What did the trees 

represent? Luke 21:29-31  

Answers: 1. Numbers 2.Slur the Christian faith 3.Peace & Safety 4.Jerusalem 5.Armageddon 6.tread it down and 
break it in pieces 7.The beginning of sorrows 8.A literal mark that will be put on peoples' foreheads or right hands 
9.In their right hand or in their forehead. 10.The nation of Israel and all the nations of the world  
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Address: 10 Church St, Bayswater, VIC 3153 

Phone: +613 9729 6034 

Email: contact.us@churchstreetcoc.org.au 

Prayer request?   
Articles or News to share?  

Send us an email or contact any of 
the members in this congregation.  

We will be happy to in-
clude it in this Newslet-
ter. 

August 


